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On Tues. April 30th, the Shilshole Liveaboard Association (SLA) held their Annual Meeting at the CYC clubhouse.  It was 

open to all authorized liveaboards at Shilshole and was posted on the gates and the Shilshole Blog for the past month.  It 

ran from 7pm to 8:30pm and there were 34 attendees. 

 

 President Ned Kohlhauff introduced the Board and a brief description of their duties to the members.  

 John Walsh then reviewed the SLA accomplishments for the past year (see attached).   

 Kristen Sierra discussed our working relationship with the Port/Marina in such matters as conflict resolution and 

partnering for events like EarthDay and Marina Days.  

 Sheryl Wytychak discussed the SLA’s ongoing efforts and partnership with the Sunset West Condos to bring bus 

service back to Shilshole.  A survey has been done, the needs identified and future meetings will be held, will be 

open to the tenants and will be posted on the gates and the Blog. 

 Don Aupperle then discussed the SLA’s active involvement with the Ballard District Council, where we hold a 

seat on that Council.  The BDC is active in the Ballard Community promoting business, safety, and community 

participation within our Ballard neighborhood. 

 Kristen then spoke about the Shilshole Kids program (through Facebook) that organizes activities for the kids of 

the marina and gives them an opportunity to interact.  There are approximately 70 kids signed up and they 

participated in EarthDay and an Easter Egg Hunt on the Plaza. 

 Ned and Richard Meeks discussed their bi-monthly New Boaters Forum to help new and old boaters share their 

questions and knowledge (dates and details are posted on the Blog and the gates). 

 Jess Pavlin discussed our partnership with the Port on EarthDay and our focus on clean-green, environmentally 

sound boating.  Topics include pollution prevention, sea life protection, the Ridwell recycling program in the 

marina, the Ballard Tool Library for tool checkout, the SeaBin project with the Port to capture plastic and refuse 

in the marina waters, and zero-waste boating.  Please see our Environmental page for more details. 

 Sheri Medley runs the Monday V-Man on VHF Chan 71 at 8pm and the Kids-V-man an hour earlier on the same 

channel.  She discussed the history of the program that is designed to familiarize boaters (and kids) to the use of 

the radio and and to utilize it in times of emergency. 

 Ned and Kristen discussed the purpose of the Dock Captain program with the Port.  Every dock has a designated 

representative that is a liaison between the Port and the tenants on that dock to share security, dock issues, 

construction and marina updates. 

 Kristen reviewed the city-wide emergency preparedness system that Shilshole Prepares is an active part of.  She 

also discussed the recently installed Marina-wide Emergency Alert System that the SLA and Port have been 

working together on for several years.  This is a means of broadcasting to the docks in times of emergency. 

 Nominations for new board members were held.  Richard stated that there were 6 open positions on the board 

out of the 15 total.  Five liveaboards offered to join and, with no objections aired, were accepted.  The new 

members are Sonny Stolsig, Sheri Medley, Jim Harris, Dave Brocurd, and Ellen Ross-Hodge. 

 A drawing was then held for a couple of boating items graciously donated by local businesses. 

 

Questions and comments were addressed and the meeting adjourned at 8:30pm.  Thanks to all who attended. 

  

http://ballarddistrict.org/
http://www.shilsholecommunity.org/event/new-boaters-forum-4/
http://www.shilsholecommunity.org/liveaboard-association/environmental-responsibility/
http://www.shilsholecommunity.org/liveaboard-association/dock-captain-program/
http://www.shilsholecommunity.org/shilshole-prepares/
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